Race and Ethnicity in the United States

HIST 288-2
T-R, 12:30-1:45 PM

CBB 131
Contact:

Prof. Lee Willis

477 CCC
Office hours: T, W, 9:30-10:30
Phone: 346-4478
Email: lwillis@uwsp.edu (best means of contact)
Required texts:

Ronald Takaki, A Different Mirror: A History of Multicultural America (Back Bay, revised edition, 2008). (text rental)
Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (The New Press, revised edition, 2012). (For purchase.)
Course description:

This class is an exploration of United States history from the perspective of immigration and multiculturalism.  Through the lens of race and ethnicity, we will seek to understand the peopling of colonial America and the United States.  More specifically, we will investigate how racial and ethnic definitions are rooted in historical context and how these constructs have changed over time.  

Learning outcomes:

By the end of this course you will be able to describe how people in the United States have constructed diverse identities on the basis of race and ethnicity as well as explain how they have responded to the experiences of discrimination and inequality. You will be able to demonstrate understanding of and empathic insight about diverse racial and ethnic perspectives in the United States. 
Course policies:

Attendance in this course is very important.  Failure to attend class regularly will significantly decrease your class participation grade (see “grading/evaluation” below).  Furthermore, most lectures will include information that is not in the reading.  To succeed on the exams, you must attend class and take good notes.  We will also devote class time to discuss the paper and offer helpful hints that you do not want to miss.  
Grading and evaluation:

Grades in this course will consist of two exams, a short analytical review (precis), and class participation (based on 5 reaction papers).  The results on all assignments will be posted on Desire2Learn. Your paper and the essay portions of your exams will be handed back to you in class.  Your final grade will be determined as follows:

Two exams: 60% (30% each).

The New Jim Crow paper: 20%
Reaction papers: 20%. 


Grading scale: (percentages)


A = 93-100



C+ = 77-79


D- = 60-62
A- = 90-92



C = 73-76


F = 0-59
B+ = 87-89



C- = 70-72


B = 83-86



D+ = 67-69


B- = 80-82



D = 63-66
Assignments and responsibilities:

Class participation: First and foremost, students are expected to attend class. I will take attendance every meeting. We will also devote time in class to discuss assigned readings. 
Reaction papers: On five occasions throughout the semester, you will be given unannounced reaction papers as a measure of attendance and to prompt class discussions. For each reaction paper, you will be asked to write approximately 200 words on a given topic or question.  Correct grammar and punctuation is expected, but these assignments function more as journals for you to express your ideas about the course.  Reaction papers may draw upon primary source documents, audio-visual presentations, or even a quote that I will provide.  Each reaction paper counts as 4% of your overall grade.  If you are absent (unexcused) on a day that a reaction paper is given, you will lose 4% from your overall average.  Reaction papers can only be made up in the event of a conflict with a university-related event, a family emergency, an illness, or an injury (verified by documentation).    

Class conduct:  Perpetual tardiness, talking, eating, cell phone texting, or any other behavior disrespectful to the instructor and your fellow students will not be tolerated.  If your behavior disrupts the class, you may be asked to leave.    

Reading:  I encourage you to complete all of the assigned reading for this class. The Takaki readings are assigned to provide a framework for the material covered in class lectures. Reading the material before coming to class (or at least by the Wednesday meeting each week) will make the lectures much more beneficial to you. In order to write a good essay you will also have to read The New Jim Crow carefully.  
Analytical review: You are required to write a precis (a concise analytical review) on Michelle Alexander’s The New Jim Crow. This assignment is posted in Canvas. 
Exams: There will be two exams covering the material in the lectures and reading.  The format of these tests will be a combination of objective questions and essay. The essay topic will be provided in advance. 
Course outline and assigned readings:
Week of January 21: Course introduction. Read pp. 3-20 in Takaki.
Week of January 28: The Native American and European Encounter: Civilization among the “Savages”?  Read pp. 23-48 in Takaki.
Week of February 4: The Development of Racial Slavery in the 17th and 18th centuries. Read pp. 49-71 in Takaki. 
Week of February 11: Indian Removal and the Trail of Tears. Read pp. 75-97 in Takaki.

Week of February 18: Racial Slavery in the 19th century. Read pp. 98-130 in Takaki.

Week of February 25: German and Irish immigration. Read pp. 131-154 in Takaki.
Midterm exam: Tuesday, March 3 
March 5: Manifest Destiny and Mexico. Read pp. 155-176 and 292-310 in Takaki. 
Week of March 10: Pacific Immigration and the Chinese.  Read pp. 177-205 in Takaki.
Week of March 17: NO CLASS, SPRING BREAK
Week of March 24: Reconstruction’s promises and failures. Begin reading Alexander.
Week of March 31: Native American Wars in the West.  Read pp. 209-231 in Takaki. 
Week of April 7: The Rise of Jim Crow and the Great Migration.  Read pp. 311-335 in Takaki and continue reading Alexander.  

Week of April 14: Eastern and Southern European immigration.  Read pp. 262-291 in Takaki.  
Week of April 21: Mexican immigration in the 20th century. Read pp. 292-310. Finish Alexander and begin working on precis. 
Week of April 28: The Civil Rights Movement; or Reconstruction continued.  Read pp. 341-382 in Takaki. Precis on Alexander due Thursday, April 30.
Week of May 5: Civil Rights: disillusion or progress? Read pp. 382-439 in Takaki.

Tuesday, May 12, 8:00-10:00 AM: Final Exam.

